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5ipfior;to'the crisis,

the European cannl,company considered that 243

pilots wvas the minimum required to handle the current level of

~canal trafric.

'QA.« At'the beginning of 1956 there weref187 canal pilots on duty;f

including 56 French, 52 British and 32 Egyptians.

B, At the time of nationalization

it is estimated that 205 pilots

were on duty. Thus, a shortage gaﬁﬁ&ﬁgﬁgven priorﬁxo the crisis
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Howevér,

0 Egyptﬂtrom leave has'contributed io the ‘present shortag

o
ot
.

j;Of approximately 155 non-Egyptian canalépilots, 143 have reaffirmed
_loyaity to ‘the Furopean-owned canal company ‘and expreased a desire

" for repatriation.

A.. The company is reported to have instructed all its 1,387 non--

“gvptian,émployees to leave Egypt if the forthcoming Cairo

xg«ﬁi ~wussions falled to settle the Suez dispute within an agreed

~ time limit--reportedly by 15 September.
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1XX. tgﬂ:t has roéuced Suez aanvm fm 2s aty in asch direction to
| one & &y in mh éimtioa
A. This change had actually been comsidered by the European Company
i;mum“tammonmmpuou, 4
B, The ’uelnﬁnlc change hss reduced the backlog of vessels mitinz
myp and the number of vessels transiting the msl is being

saintained at tiu normal rnu of approximately 40-45 ships perday.
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